People-watcher Mireille GRptUreS the faces of Beirut
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Mireille Merhej, a 27-year-old
painter and sculptor, said that the
theme for her latest work came
from hours of watching people
while sitting in Beirut cafes.

“When you watch people
walk by, you can read all their
emotions, fear, happiness, love.
It's a good way to se¢ the
world,” she sad in an mmterview
on Thursday before the inaugu-
ration of the exhibition.

Merhej is one of 12 artists
whose work is featured in a
month-long exhibition at the
Space of Art Gallery in Clem-
enceau. A Lebanese Amcncan
University graduate who spectal-
ized in fine arts and adverﬁm
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12 artists featured in the exhibi-
tion have different styles, bely-
ing the notion that there is a “Le-
bdnese approach to painting.
Samar Corbani, Space of
Art’s manager, explained that
the eclectisism was intentional.
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